Eurostars: new
application submission
deadline!
Eurostars has shown itself to be the programme of choice for European R&D performing SMEs today. The latest Eurostars
cut-off date has seen a 10% rise in the
number of applications, with a grand total
of 343 submissions. Next deadline for the
submission of applications is Thursday, 22
September 2011 (20:00 CEST).
The EUREKA Secretariat, responsible for the
management of the Eurostars Programme
for hi-tech SMEs, has announced the next
application deadline. The Eighth Eurostars
application deadline is 1 March 2012 at
20.00 CET.
Eurostars, a joint programme with the EU,
continues to be the programme of choice
for SMEs who perform their own R&D and
appreciate the fast and flexible approach
of the programme. More information at
www.eurostars-eureka.eu

Malta seeks to boost
R&D and innovation

2011 Opening Event
– Eurostars + EUREKA
Clusters
The 2011 Opening Event on EUREKA and the
Clusters, organised by TUBITAK (The Scientific
and Technological Research Council of
(Turkey) took place in Istanbul on 19 January
2011. It attracted around 100 organisations
(SMEs and large companies, universities and
R&D institutions) interested in international
R&D cooperation and a large number of participants taking the opportunity to directly
The seminar also aimed at raising awareness about the Eurostars Programme,
which Malta recently joined. Eurostars Call
Coordinator Peter Chisnall (left) explained
the mechanism of the programme and
highlighted the various benefits for companies that get involved. Malta Enterprise
executive chairman Alan Camilleri (below)
highlighted the potential of Maltese entrepreneurs, noting that Malta ranked as
one of the growth leaders amongst the
moderate innovators in Europe.

Malta Entreprise has
launched a new incentive
whereby income from royalties on eligible
patents will be exempt from taxation, an
initiative aimed at encouraging enterprises
to invest in research and knowledge creation as well as encourage the exploitation
of intellectual property. The incentive was
presented at the seminar on funding and
assistance available for industrial research
and innovation held on 18 January 2011.

36 months

(project average duration)

discuss issues with speakers and meet with
Turkish EUREKA project officers.
Isoline Roger-Dalbert, Eurostars Project
Officer, gave an introduction on EUREKA
and more specifically on the Eurostars
Programme. Heinz Brüggemann, Director
of Celtic Office and Fopke Klok, Director
of ITEA2 Office, presented the EUREKA
Clusters. 25 bilateral meetings between
participants and Turkish project officers
were organised during the afternoon session.
http://www.tubitak.gov.tr

First Celtic-Plus Call is launchedSubmission deadline 9 May 2011
Celtic-Plus, the recently extended EUREKA
Cluster programme in ICT/ telecommunications, started its first Call for Proposals
2011-1 (Spring Call). A second Call will be
launched in 1 July (2011-2). The new fast
call process, allowing two full proposal calls
per year is expected to speed up the overall
proposal process by six to nine months.
It is expected that accepted and labelled
projects may already start in 2011! More
details are provided in the Celtic-Plus Purple
Book 2011. www.celticplus.eu
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Did you know?

‘The EU will need at least 1 million new
research jobs if it is to reach the R&D
target of 3%.’
ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union

79% of applicants are SMEs
www.eurekanetwork.org
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